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  Subcommittee Holds Hearing to Examine District of Columbia
Legislative & Budget Autonomy Legislation
    

Legislation seeks to provide District with greater authority over local laws and budget

  
WASHINGTON, D.C. – On Wednesday, November 18, 2009 at 10 a.m. in room 2154 of the
Rayburn House Office Building, the Subcommittee on Federal Workforce, Postal Service, and
the District of Columbia will hold a legislative hearing entitled, "Greater Autonomy for the
Nation's Capital."

The purpose of the hearing is to examine the merits and potential impact of H.R. 960, the
"District of Columbia Legislative Autonomy Act of 2009," and H.R. 1045, the "District of
Columbia Budget Autonomy Act of 2009." Collectively, these measures, introduced by Rep.
Eleanor Holmes Norton, are intended to advance the concept of self-governance in the District
of Columbia.

As introduced in the 111th Congress, H.R. 960 would amend the District of Columbia Self
Government and Governmental Reorganization Act of 1973 (Home Rule Act) to eliminate the
congressional review period that must take place before local laws may take effect. In addition,
H.R. 1045 would amend the Home Rule Act to eliminate federally-imposed mandates regarding
the District's local budget process, financial management, and borrowing authority as well as
terminate the congressional and presidential approval process that currently precedes the
enactment of the District's operating and capital budgets. Notably, neither H.R. 960 nor H.R.
1045 seeks to eliminate Congress' exclusive authority regarding District Legislation, as set forth
in Article I, Section 8, Clause 17 (District Clause) of the federal Constitution.

"By streamlining the approval of District laws and the city’s annual budget, while also affording
due respect to the constitutionally-prescribed role of Congress over District legislation, H.R. 960
and H.R. 1045 have the potential to better ensure that the District's public policy-making
process and delivery of services are not subject to unnecessary delays and complications," said
Chairman Stephen F. Lynch. "These measures simply seek to provide the District with the
ability to exercise legislative and budgetary authority over local matters in a manner that is
comparable to the autonomy enjoyed by every other local jurisdiction in the country. However,
like any piece of legislation, these measures require proper vetting and review, which is the
purpose of Wednesday’s legislative hearing.”

Notably, Congress has seldom employed the congressional review process provided by the
Home Rule Act in order to overturn District-passed legislation. Since 1973, three disapproval
resolutions have been passed by the House of Representatives and two disapproval resolutions
have been passed by the United States Senate. Of these, one disapproval resolution, S.J. Res.
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84 (the Schedule of Heights Amendment Act of 1990, P.L. 102-11), has been signed into law by
the President.

Witnesses’ testimonies, the Chairman’s opening statement and other supporting documents can
be found on the Subcommittee’s website, federalworkforce.oversight.house.gov
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